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November 2009 Calendar

Monday, Nov. 2
9:20 AM

Monday, Nov. 9
11:30 AM

Tuesday, Nov. 10
10:30 AM

Thursday, Nov. 12
9:15 AM

Thursday, Nov. 12
Noon

Friday, Nov. 13
10:30 AM

Monday, Nov. 16
1:15 AM

Wed., Nov. 18
1-3PM

Thursday, Nov. 19
10 AM

Friday, Nov. 20
9:45 AM

Media Monitors meet at the
home of Phyllis Rosenbaum

Oceanside/Vista Unit Meeting
Buena Vista Audubon Nature
Center, Oceanside

Health Care Interest Group
meets at the home of Alice
Rodin-Segal

Board Meeting at the home of
at the home of Liz Kruidenier

Sustainability Interest Group
meets in Encinitas, see p. 5

County League Board Meeting
Call 760-736-1608

Book Group meets at the home
of Heather Callaghan

San Dieguito Unit Meeting
San Diego National Bank
Encinitas

Carlsbad Unit Meeting at the
Gowland Community Room of
Dove Library

Women’s Issues Group meets
at the home Alice Rodin-Segal

Happy Holidays

\ .-

December 2009 Calendar

Tuesday, Dec. 1
10:30 AM

Health Care Interest Group
meets at the home of Kathie
Rosvall

Wednesday, Dec. 2
11:30 AM

San Dieguito Unit
Observer Luncheon at the
home of Barbara Mendell

Oceanside/Vista Unit
Observer Luncheon
At the home of Kathie Rosvall

Monday, Dec. 7
10:30 AM

Carlsbad Unit
Observer Luncheon
At the home of Carolyn Taylor

Saturday, Dec. 12
10 AM

Monday, Dec. 21
Noon

Book Group Luncheon
At the home of Carolyn Taylor

* % % *

Your next VOTER will be the January issue.

* % * %

League of Women Voters Diversity Policy

The League of Women Voters, in both its values and
practices, affirms its belief and commitment to diversity
and pluralism, which means there shall be no barriers
to participation in any activity of the LWV on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national
origin or disability.

The League recognizes that diverse perspectives are
important and necessary for responsible and representa-
tive decision-making. LWV subscribes to the belief that
diversit?/ and pluralism are fundamental to the values
it upholds and that this inclusiveness enhances the
organizations's ability to respond more effectively
to changing conditions and needs.

The League affirms its commitment to reflecting the
diversity of America in its board, staff and programs.
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The View from Here
by Peggy Dornish

Members who attended the LWVC Regional Work-
shop last month and sat in on Chris Carson’s pre-
sentation on the need for Redistricting reform will
recognize the creature in the illustration, namely, a
salamander rather clumsily conceived as a hybrid
dragon snake. Derived from this depiction is the term
“gerrymander” =Gerry + (sala)mander, a portmanteau
word coined by an ingenious Massachusetts political
cartoonist in 1812. “Gerry” refers to then Governor
Eldridge Gerry who convinced the state legislature
to redraw district lines (the “salamander”) in order
to favor Republican candidates for state office over
Federalist ones and thus “fix” the next election of
state legislators.

Hence gerrymander refers to that form of redistricting
in which boundaries are deliberately manipulated for
electoral advantage, usually in favor of an incum-
bent or specific political party, but it has also been
used to help or hurt particular constituents, such as
a racial, ethnic, linguistic, religious, or class group.
Any electoral system which uses multiple districts
as a basis for determining representation, as we do
in this country, and which uses winner-take-all vot-
ing systems, as we also do, are susceptible to ger-
rymandering. Moreover, state governments which
give the responsibility for drawing district lines to
elected politicians in the legislature, as we now do
in California, are most vulnerable to this kind of
manipulation.

Two other aptly descriptive terms associated with the
gerrymander are “packing” and “cracking.” Packing
means to put many voters of one type into a single
district in order to reduce their influence in other
districts. Cracking means to spread out voters of a
particular type among many districts, also in order
to reduce their influence in every district. There’s
more: computer technology and the development
of elaborate voter data bases have recently made
gerrymandering a “science.” Politicians can now
obtain detailed information about the voting behav-
ior of every household in a designated area, as well
as such other “indicators” as age, race, income, and
educational level. Using these sorts of information,

the drawers of a new electoral map can predict the
voting behavior of each potential district, in effect
turning the democratic process on its head by having
the candidates choose the voters.

So adept had the California legislature become at
gerrymandering that in the 2004 elections when 53
congressional seats, 20 state senate seats, and 80
assembly seats were filled, not a single one changed
party hands. No wonder our state has won the “El-
dridge Gerry Memorial Award for Creative Cartog-
raphy” more than once. The moral of this story is:
learn about, support, and perhaps participate in the
Redistricting Reform measures now underway so
that voters can once again freely and fairly choose
their representatives.
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Printed in 1812, this political cartoon illustrates the elec-
toral districts drawn by the Massachusetts legislature
to favor the incumbent party candidates of Governor
Eldridge Gerry over the Federalists. The cartoon depicts
the bizarre shape of adistrictin Essex County, Massachu-
setts as a dragon. The author, Gilbert Stuart, likened it to
a salamander, and the editor, Benjamin Russel, advised
“Better say a Gerrymander.” The name stuck.
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Ron Yeakley
On October 12, after alongillness,
we lost Ron Yeakley who was a
good friend and League Member.
Both Ron and Pat Yeakley have
been members of our League for
many years.

Ron wasbornin Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. After getting a
degree in broadcasting he came to
Southern California to attend film
school at USC. Ron had a career
in marketing and public relations
at Disneyland and Sea World.
Later he became an advertising
consultant for other entertainment
venues. Growing up in Pennsyl-
vania Dutch country inspired him
to publish a mystery set among
the Amish called Death Takes a
Buggy Ride.

Pat and Ron were married 47
and a half years and had two chil-
dren—Evan of Lake Tahoe and
Ann of Carlsbad. Evan, Ann and
her husband Marc and their two
children Alec and Sydney brought
great joy to Ron. He was truly
devoted to Pat and his family and
enjoyed being home in their com-
pany most of all.

Ron played tennis and loved the
theater and movies. Ron and Pat
were alsoavid travelers who visited
56 countries. He kept a terrific
garden in Leucadia—making use
of natural products, undoubtedly
influenced by Pat, our League’s
environmental conscience.

Many Leaguers met Ron when he
was serving wine at League The-
ater Parties. He also helped with
League fundraising. Ron will be
greatly missed by his family and
his many friends.

December
Observer Luncheons

Mark your calendars for aLLeague December tradition-- the Observer
Luncheons. One of League’s most popular meetings, these luncheons
are always informative, enjoyable and a great way to meet the other
members of your Unit.

Protecting our right to know is integral to the health of our demo-
cracy. Government decisions need to be made with public input and
oversight. One important way to ensure that is to observe govern-
ment meetings.

The League has been a champion of government transparency,
or “Sunshine,” since our founding in 1920. It is one of our core
principles and a vital part of our mission. League members attend
governmental meetings to learn what their government is doing
and to monitor whether those meetings are conducted in an open
and transparent way. Experience has shown the importance of the
League’s presence to observe and to take action when necessary.

Please join us and learn what’s happening in your community.
Thank you to Carolyn, Barbara and Kathie for once again inviting
us into their homes.

The San Dieguito Unit luncheon will be held Wednesday,
December 2, at 11:30 AM at the home of Barbara Mendell.
You’re asked to bring a salad or main dish. Barbara will provide
beverages and dessert. Call to get to directions and to let Barbara
know if you will be attending so she can give your name to the
person at the gate.

The Oceanside/Vista Unit luncheon will be held Monday,
December 7, at 10:30 AM at the home of Kathie Rosvall.
Bring a dish for potluck. Call Kathie for directions and to let her
know if you plan to attend.

The Carlsbad Unit luncheon will be held Saturday, December
12, at 10:00 AM at the home of Carolyn Taylor.

Bring your favorite potluck dish. Call Carolyn for directions and to
let her know if you plan to attend.

Please don’t forget to RSVP to your hostess.

For any further questions contact Connie Ulrich
cku2527@gmail.com.
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Health Care Interest Group
by Vicki Beck
The October 10th program on health care reform that
LWVNCSDC co-sponsored with Health Care for All,
AAUW and the Palomar Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship was a great success thanks to everyone who
participated from four San Diego and Orange County
Leagues. More than 140 people attended “A Health
Care Solution for California: An Educational Forum”
and more than a dozen of our League members were
on hand to assist and facilitate. Past President Mary
Crowley did a superb job as the panel moderator. Dr.
Gerald Kominski, associate director of the UCLA
Center for Health Policy Research, led the lineup of
speakers with a keynote address on “The Case for
Health Reform in the U.S.” Other presenters ad-
dressed: health care as a moral issue, international
health models, California’s single payer bill SB 810,
advocacy, outreach to younger voters, and access to
care for the uninsured, i.e., Vista Community Clinic.
See the forum program and health care reform re-
sources in the left sidebar on our League website.

http://Iwvncsd.org/.

Preliminary feedback from the forum survey returned
by 75 respondents and indicates increased support
for SB 810 following the forum:

* 39 respondents were aware of SB 810 before
the program, and 36 knew that private insurers would
be unable to offer competing plans.

e 31 respondents supported the bill before the
forum and 67 supported it after the forum.

* 50 respondents said they felt single payer was
the best solution for health care reform.

* 49 respondents rated the overall program “out-
standing” and 21 rated it “very helpful.”

We will discuss the next steps to get information out
to North County about California’s SB 810 single
payer bill when the Health Care Interest Group meets
in November. Contact Vicki Beck 760-420-3470 or
Jackie Stone 760-434-9350 for more information
about this meeting. The December meeting will be held
on Tuesday, December 1 at Kathie Rosvall’s house.

LWV of California

Regional Workshop Review
by Edie Appel

Our North Coast League was proud to host LWVC
leaders and Leaguers from as far away as East San
Gabriel in addition to Capistrano Valley, Orange
Coast, East San Diego, Escondido, and San Diego.
The workshop was held on October 3 in a spacious
room at the San Dieguito United Methodist Church
in Encinitas. Sixty League members gathered to hear
four presentations and share morning refreshments
and lunch.

The first Presenter, Jennifer Waggoner, LWV San
Francisco, highlighted the wealth of information
available on the LWVC websites, one for the public
and League members (http://ca.lwv.org) and one for
League members only (http://ca.lwv.org/lwvonly//).
She discussed Facebook —good for keeping up with
your friends and family but not helpful for League;
YouTube, which can be used to promote League;
and Twitter, which we all agreed holds little interest
for our generation.

Chris Carson, President of LWV Glendale-Burbank,
updated us on the implementation of the Redistrict-
ing Initiative.

Constitutional reform presented by Xandra Kayden,

LWVC 2nd Vice President for Advocacy, is a very
complex subject which will be watched closely by
Leaguers. Check the LWVC public website under
“Issues” for further information.

The North Orange County League presented “The
Welcoming League: Engaging and Retaining Your
Members.” This league has increased their mem-
bership substantially and shared their pathway to
success.

It was the first time in recent memory that the work-
shop was held in our area. Although it was a lot of
work for the committee, we were happy to make this
experience available locally to our members as well
as to Southern California Leaguers.
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Unit Meetings

Oceanside/Vista Unit
The Oceanside/Vista Unit will
meet on Monday, November 9,
at 11:30 AM at the Buena Vista
Audubon Nature Center, 2202 S.
Coast Hwy. in Oceanside. Our
guest speaker will be Anne Spacie.
She has several marine-related
degrees from prominent colleges
and has a PhD. She is also a
member of the local AAUW and
is eager to share her knowledge
of government designated Marine
Reserves. A decision on reserves
is due at the end of October; and
Del Mar, Batiquitos and Swami’s
are among the local candidates for
selection. These areas will receive
special government protection.
Our speaker served on the Reserves
advisory board. Her information
will be timely and important to all
of us who live near the coast.

Members of the other units, as
well as the public, are invited to
join us. We will be serving small
amounts of “finger foods.” We also
bring nonperishable food items for
the local food bank.

Carlsbad Unit
We’re pleased to welcome Carlsbad
Library Director Heather Pizzuto,
along with key staff members, to a
panel discussion, “Conversations
With the Experts.” [t will be held at
10:00 AM on Thursday, November
19, in the Gowland Community
Room at the Dove Library.

Director Pizzuto will remind us
how preciousis ourrightto privacy
and intellectual freedom. Principal
Librarian at the Library Learning
Center, Callie Ahrens, will present
information about bilingual collec-
tions, literacy tutoring for adults,

November
Bulletin Board

and homework assistance for stu-
dents. Senior Librarian Mary Van
Orsdol will explain operations for
the treasured Genealogical Society.
Senior Librarian Susan Simpson
will demystify the Collections
Development and Acquisitions
Division.

League members and friends are
fortunate to welcome these knowl-
edgeable guests. Come to the
“Heart of the City” and learn even
more about the Carlsbad Library
and why its residents consistently
rate it A+.

You might want to bring some used
books or magazines to donate to
the Friends of the Library. Ques-
tions? Carolyn 760-931-1807 or
Leita 760-448-5128.

\

San Dieguito Unit
The San Dieguito Unit will meet
from 1 to 3 PM on Wednesday,
November 18, at the San Diego
National Bank, 131 N. El Camino
Real, Encinitas.

Mr.Kent Davy, Editor of the North
County Times will talk about the
issues affecting newspapers and
changes in how we get our news.
This will be an open discussion,
so please ask questions.

We take turns providing cook-
ies but please bring your own
drinks.

. League Issues

Group Meetings

Media Monitors
Media Monitors Issues Group
will meet Monday, November
2, at 9:20 AM at the home of
Phyllis Rosenbaum. Contact
Roger Fox at 760-720-3793 or
rbfox3905 @roadrunner.com for
information.

Health Care
The Health Care Issues Group will
meet on Tuesday, November 10,
at 10:30 AM at the home of Alice
Rodin-Segal.

Sustainability

The Sustainability Issues Group
willmeet Thursday, November 12,
at 12 noon at the Encinitas Ranch
Golf Courses Ranch Grill 1275
Quail Garden Drive. 760- 479-
5003. Elaine Barton, the County
League Observer to SANDAG, is
invited to tell us about SANDAG’s
sustainability program. Call Diane
Mochizuki or Anne Omsted with
questions.

Women’s Issues

The Women’s Issues Group will
meet on Friday, November 20,
at 9:45 AM at the home of Alice
Rodin-Segal. We will be complet-
ing our plans for the February 5
Heart Health Month Program to
be held at the Schulman Audi-
torium, Dove Library, Carlsbad.
Eric Thompson from the Ameri-
can Heart Association will join
us to aid in scheduling our panel
of experts. Call 760 591-0209 for
directions.
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November Book Group

Join fellow Leaguers on Monday,
November 16, at 1:15 PM for the
League’s non-fiction political book

group.

We’ll discuss Founding Faith by
Steven Waldman which explains
the origins and history of religious
freedom in America. Heather
Callaghan hosts and Roberta
Peters leads the discussion. All
are welcome.

Questions? Carpooling?
Contact Carolyn Taylor at
rlcf@att.net or 760- 931-1807

Board Members 2009-2010
Officers
Margaret H. Dornish  Co-President &
Program Chair

Veronica Seay Co-President &

Voter Editor
Nancy Telford Secretary
Joyce Joseph 1st VP
Edie Appel 2nd VP &
Membership
Gail Tullao Treasurer &
Webmaster
Directors
Vicki Beck Health Care
Suzanne Carneiro  Member Com-
munications
Mary Crowley Local Action
Liz Kruidenier Social Policy
Kathy Christy Voter Registration

Leita McCormick CA & US Action
Carol Grimes-Gartland Education

Alice Rodin-Segal Arrangements
Kathie Rosvall Voters Service
Tina Schmidt Community
Qutreach
Jackie Stone Voter Service
Connie Ulrich Observers
Unit Chairs
Leita McCormick Carlsbad
& Carolyn Taylor
Anne Patton San Dieguito*
& Anne Omsted

Kathie Rosvall Oceanside/Vista

Off-Board Directors
Anne Omsted
Diane Mochizuki

Speakers Bureau
Issues Groups

*San Dieguito Area includes Del Mar,
Encinitas, Rancho Santa Fe, and
Solana Beach.

December Book Group

We’ll enjoy a potluck luncheon
at 12:00 noon on December 21 at
CarolynTaylor’shome. Bring food
you like along with a book or two
to share with your League friends.
We look forward to a lively social
gathering.

Welcome
New Members

Nikki Alexander - Carlsbad
Paul Conlon - Solana Beach
Diane Lockhart - Oceanside

Jamie Rau - Oceanside

Welcome back

Francine Busby - Cardiff
Ann Sensibaugh - Rancho Santa Fe

Redistricting
Implementation Moves
Forward
Progress is being made the regu-
lations for selecting the Citizens
Redistricting Commission. Read
the revised draft regulations and
public input on the Bureau of State
Audits Web site. The League and
our partners submitted detailed
comments, and we continue to
work on the regulations, the com-
mission application, and plans for

outreach to communities around
the state.

Interested in applying for the
Commission and want to know
what it takes to serve? Do you
know somebody who would make
a good candidate? To find good
material to explain the process and
other redistricting information go

to http://ca.lwv.org/lwvc/issues/re-
districting.html.

United States
Census 2010
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IT’'S IN OUR HANDS

Help The Census;
Help Redistricting
The U.S. Constitution mandates
a census of the population every
ten years. The census is vitally
important for many reasons, but the
constitutional purpose is to obtain
an accurate count of the popula-
tion so that district lines can be
drawn for Congress and the state
legislature. An accurate census
count is an important component

of redistricting. You can help.

LWYV of the United States has asked
everyone to be involved in the
census count to the extent they can,
and LWVC has posted resources
for Leagues on theirmembers-only
site. Contact us if you’d like to
get involved, and take a look at
the resources found on:

http://ca.lwv.org/lwvc/issues/re-
districting.html.
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LWVUS News Release
October 20, 2009

League of Women Voters to
Host Fellows from
Colombia & Brazil

Exchange Fellows to Engage with

Local Legislators, Members of

Congress, U.S. State Department

Officials

Washington, D.C. — The League
of Women Voters announces the
launch of Connecting Future Leg-
islatorswith Civil Society d Colom-
biaandBrazil, atwo-year program
that aims to promote intercultural
exchange and dialogue at the local
political level, while strengthening
the bonds between citizens in the
Americas. The projectis funded by
a grant from the Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs of the
U.S. Department of State.

“Starting this month, the League
will implement the Legislative
Fellows Exchange Program for
36 participants with a focus on
two goals: strengthening under-
standing of legislative processes
in the U.S., Colombia, and Brazil
and deepening appreciation of
the role civil society plays in the
process,” said Mary G. Wilson,
national President of the League of
Women Voters. “The League and
our partners on this project—Fun-
dacién Mujeres por Colombia,and
Espaco Mulher—are committed
to building strong relationships
among these three countries.”

Two fellowship and exchange
programs will take place between
April 2010 and September 2011.

LWV North

Participating fellows will be 25
to 35 years old and involved in
local government in their home
countries. The first 12 fellows (nine
Colombians and three Brazilians)
will arrive in April 2010, where
they will be hosted by six local
Leagues: San Diego, CA; Miami,
FL; McLean County, IL; Johnson
County, KS; Duluth, MN; and
Houston, TX.

League 101

League Lingo
There are certain terms that are
unique tothe LWV. Some are listed
here to help new members.

Position: A statement of the
League’s point of view on an is-
sue, arrived at through member
study and agreement (consensus
or concurrence), approved by the
appropriate board and used as a
basis for League action.

Program: Selected governmen-
tal issues chosen by members at
the local, state and national levels
for study and action.

When we participate in Program
Planning (whether national, state
or local) we are selecting issues
for study and action for the next
year or two. In January we will do
National Program Planning for the
next two years. In March we will
do Local program planning at our
unit meetings.

Unit: Groupings of members with-
in large local Leagues to provide
more opportunity for discussion.
Our units are geographically and
politically determined.

n Di n
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Voter Service: Year-round
activity to help citizens be politi-
cally effective and to encourage
their participation in the political
process. Registering voters and
presenting factual, nonpartisan
information on candidates and
election issues are basic voters
service activities.

Action: Promoting the League’s
positions on local, state and
national public policy issues to
government officials, the media
and the public.

Action Alert: Request from the
LWVUS or state League to take
action in support of a League
position.

How We Form Positions
Studies (whethernational, state,or
local) are a defined process lasting
one to three years,during which we
undertake thorough pursuit of facts
and details, both positive and nega-
tive. Study committee members
fashion consensus questions that
are then asked of the membership
as part of a study kit. Consensus
is the overall decision-making
process by which substantial agree-
ment among members is reached
on an issue. If the members reach
consensus, the board forms posi-
tions based on that consensus. It
is the consensus statement - the
statement resulting from the con-
sensus questions - that becomes a
“position.” Firm action can then
be taken on the particular issue
addressed by the position. Without
aposition, action can not be taken
on that issue.
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First Call to
National Convention 2010

-
I

The first call to Convention 2010 just came out. The |

2010 National Convention will be held in Atlanta on

June 11-15. It will be one of the exciting events in |

a year of celebrating our 90th Anniversary.

You can find more information on Convention ac-
tivities, as well as timely updates, on the LWVUS
Convention Page. You can start discussing Con-
vention and Program Planning with other League
members by joining the Convention list. Subscrip-
tion information can be found after you login at

https://member.lwv.org/member.asp.

If you ever wanted to see a League Convention or
just wanted to visit Atlanta put the date on your
calendar. Our League is allowed a limited number
of delegates but visitors are encouraged.
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Join the League of Women Voters
Name
Address

Email

Membership is open to all U.S. citizens of voting
age. Others welcome as Associate members. I
Dues: () $55 / year (Oct.1 to Sept. 30) with dues

prorated at $4.50 / month for those joining mid- |
year. |
() $25/ year for 2nd member, same address. :

$
$

Total Dues I
Contribution :
For dues assistance or questions, please call Mem- I
bership Chair, Edie Appel, 760-736-1608 I

I
Total Enclosed: $ I
Please make checks payable to LWVNCSDC and |
mail to: I

LWVNCSDC, PO Box 131272, Carlsbad CA |
92013 I



