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Midsummer 2009
Honoring Our Own at Annual Meeting 2009

Fifty-year members: Thelma Hayes, Gerry Williams, Ruth W
Barbara Mayers, with special honoree ®Mig Chaney (picture by Tina Schmidt)

At the Annual Meeting in June, Mig Chaney was
honored for many years of service to the commu-
nity. Mig joined LWV in 1978 and served as Local
League president 1981-1983, State L eague Secretary
1983-85, Carlsbad Unit Chair, and served on vari-
ous committees. During her 37 years in Carlsbad,
Mig volunteered for numerous organizations such as
\oices for Children--CASA (court-appointed special
advocates) for 10 years, Assistance League, Center
for the Blind, Home Alone Project (monorting the
well-being of homebound individuals), AAUW, and
Hospice of the North Coast.

AsaMarine wife, she and her family traveled widely
and lived throughout the United State as well as
Japan. Mig has been married for 58 years to her
husband Bob; they have two sons living in Oregon
and Texas.

by Roni Seay
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est, Marileen Johnson,

Members of the League of Women Voters for 50
years or more were also honored. Thelma Hayes,
Gerry Williams, Ruth West, Marileen Johnson and
Barbara Mayers were presented with 50-year pins
and certipcates of appreciation for their contributions
to LWV over the years. Frances Johnson, another
50-year member, was unable to attend. A highlight
of the meeting was hearing each honoree speak of
her League experience.

After being inspired by the accomplishments and
continuing activities of these outsanding women,
the membership elected new board members, ap-
proved the budget and progam for the 2009-2010
League year.
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Welcoming Remarks
2009 Annual Meeting
by Peggy Dornish

Good morning and thank you for
attending our Annual Meeting
which always--as you will soon
see--combines pleasure with busi-
ness. I wantespecially towelcome
our new and newer members
attending: Ashley Bennett from
Oceanside, Martha Cox from
Encinitas, who is 0newd to us, but
certainly not to League, Patricia
Fowler, from the San Dieguito
Unit, and Gloria Marsh from
Oceanside, whoisamember of the
Sustainability Interest Group. We
look forward to seeing and hearing
from you often, in both our Unit
Meetings and Interest Groups.

The past year has been an extraor-
dinarily productive one for us:
the November elections brought
us out in force to register vot-
ers, hold forums, present Pros &
Cons, and set up Smart \Voter in
the county. You will be pleased
to hear, if you havenjt already,
that our own Joyce Joseph was
honored at the State Convention
for her outstanding leadership of
the San Diego Smart Voter team.
She andthey achieved omost6 and
obesto in every category possible.
The Special Election on May 19th
unfortunately attracted less inter-
est among voters, but we were at
our posts, presenting Pros & Cons
on KOCT and ata General Meeting
in Carlsbad. My thanks to Mary
Thompson for her outstanding
performance in those venues, and
to Anne Omsted who presented to
several smaller groups.

Our General Meeting in January
on Sustainability was a resound-
ing success, thanks to the careful

planning of the Sustainability In-
terest Group, led by Anne Patton
and Anne Omsted.

Our Theater Party Fund-Raiser,
masterminded by Gail Tullao and,
we hope, our Rafye today, in Leita
McCormickds able hands, were and
are adding to our much-needed
Education Fund coffers.

Our League has enjoyed a great
deal of positive coverage in local
newspapersthanksalmostentirely
to the sustained efforts of Tina
Schmidt, who directs both our
Community Outreach and Public
Relations activities.

0The Usual Suspects,6our team of
dedicated researchers undertook
the LWV US Study on the National
PopularVote Compact, fromwhich
we learned a great deal although
the Study Questions failed to at-
tain consensus in our Units, nor
did they nationally. My especial
thanks to the Committee--Anne
Omsted, Phyllis Rosenbaum, Con-
nie Ulrich, and Roni Seay.

And last, but certainly not least,
our Newto League Interest Group,
led so successfully by our most
gracious hostess Jackie Stone
and Nancy Telfordds unfailing
enthusiasm added a great deal to
the League experience of new and
newer members.

It would be remiss of me not to
express everyoneds appreciation
of the dedicated efforts of our
VOTER editors Roni Seay and
Margie Monroy.

Board Members 2009-2010
Officers
Margaret H. Dornish  Co-President
Veronica Seay Co-President

Nancy Telford Secretary

Joyce Joseph 1st VP

Edie Appel 2nd VP &
Membership

Gail Tullao Treasurer &
Webmaster

Directors

Vicki Beck Health Care

Suzanne Carneiro Member Com-
munications

Mary Crowley Local Action

Liz Kruidenier
Kathy Christy \oter Registration
Leita McCormick CA & US Action
Carol Grimes-Gartland Education

Social Policy

Margie Monroy VOTER

Alice Rodin-Segal Arrangements

Kathie Rosvall Voters Service

Tina Schmidt Community
Outreach

Jackie Stone Voter Service

Connie Ulrich Observers

Unit Chairs

Leita McCormick Carlsbad

& Carolyn Taylor
Kathie Rosvall Oceanside/Vista
Anne Patton

& Anne Omsted

San Dieguito*

Off-Board Directors
Anne Omsted
Diana Mochizuki

Speakers Bureau
Issues Groups

*San Dieguito Area includes Del Mar,
Encinitas, Rancho Santa Fe, and
Solana Beach.

Highlights of FY Budget
2009-10
by Tina Schmidt for the
Budget Committee
Expenses
A No increase in dues
A Continue sending Voter by mail
A Reduce expenses by 10%
A Update oFacts for Voters on-
line and not reprint it this year
A Enhance communications via
e-mail and use of internet

Income
A Encourage member activity
and support
A Focus on Voter Service
A Help with membership recruit
ment
A Research education grants
A Explore partnership possibilities
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The LWVC State Co_nvention:
A Personal View
by Tina Schmidt, Community Outreach Chair

offered a vision for the future which was realistic
and achievable. But best of all, League members
exemplify oDemocracy in Action,6 and can all be
passionate about that.

What impact did the May LWV State Convention
have? Our seven local delegates met on the busi-
ness of the League and studied, watched, discussed,
trained and voted on many recommended and non-
recommended program issues and budgets brought
before the members. Themes throughout the con-
vention were focused mostly on our core values of
educationand advocacy, retaining existing positions,
whether or not to add new studies to our workloads,
and reduction of expenses. A highlight for us was
Joyce Josephds receiving the well-deserved LWVCA
Smart\Voter Award for her work coordinating San
Diego County.

A summary of decisions made:

1) The member payment (PMP) to State has not
increased; therefore our budget remains intact.

2) No new State study is scheduled for the next
two years because of lack of resources in time and
money.

3)  State Redistricting and many State Govern-
ment Reforms will be the focus for education and
advocacy.

4) Natural Resources and Social Policy positions
were retained for education and advocacy, which
support our own favorite issues of sustainability
and health care.

What impact did the Convention have on me? The
element of passionwas in the atmosphere. | heard and
met leaders with extraordinary experiences and chal-
lenges, and yet the single most visible characteristic
of each leader was the passion he or she invested in
each topic. Because of that passion, all members
were energized to take the action needed to get the
job completed. I noted how each leader prioritized
efforts and money so no task was diminished and
burn-out was held at bay.

While the Conventionds sessions offered participants
an equal opportunity to add issues to the agenda,
make resolutions, caucus with others to get a point
across, and vote based on oneds own judgment, italso

\. |_.,#
Jl"‘“

E*»

Welcome
New Members

L

Ashley Bennett
Oceanside

Andrea Cartwright
Cardiff

Trudy Cohen
Carlsbad

Liz and Wayne Dernetz
Del Mar

Joann Johnson
Carlsbad

Muriel Kaplan
Oceanside

Stephen Shillington
Rancho Santa Fe

Kay Townsend
Encinitas

Susan Work
Encinitas

Hope to see you all at an LWV meeting!
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LWV of San Diego County
Council Meeting
JUNE 20, 2009

Poverty and Hunger in
San Diego

County League Co-President Kay
Ragan summarized the programon
poverty in San Diego.

Dr. Bill Oswald, faculty member
at Springpeld College and Chair of
the Caring Council, spoke prstand
illustrated his presentation with a
visual summary of the status of the
poor and hungry in San Diego.
Some statistics:

A Only 30% of the people in
the county whoare eligible for food
stamps actually receive them

A There are 136,000 unclaimed
food stamps

A This represents a loss to gro-
cery stores of $63,601,000

A Thereare37M poorinthe U.S.
and 20M of them are of working
age

A 700,000 out of the 37M are
actually eligible to work

A Afamily of 4 earning $22,050
or less annually is designated at
poverty level

A 12.7 % live below this level

A 75% of people live from 1-2
pay checks away from poverty

A Lessthan 1 in 5 are on public
assistance for more than 2 years at
one time

A Causesof poverty: loss of job,
reduced work hours, or death of
breadwinner

A 47% of the population will
experience poverty some time in
their life

Asurvey was conducted with 187
people in poverty and the pndings
were revealing:

A Food does not last for the
month

A 74% say they canit provide
balanced meals on the food stamp
allotment

A We are teaching children to
overeat when there is food

A Some parents are not eating
in 4th week

A The county considers fraud
when there is inconsistency in an
application

A Takesfrom 3-5tripsto qualify
for food stamps

A Outof the hundreds of people
applying for food stamps, only 36
have been prosecuted.

Joni Halpern, Attorney and Direc-
tor of SPIN (Supportive Parents
Information Network), spoke
about the work of the volunteers
in the organization. She noted the
stereotypes associated with poor
people and explained howtheyare
untrue and unfair. Twelve women
who were struggling to survive
while trying to secure job skills
started SPIN.

She noted that the Board of Su-
pervisors had agreed to reduce the
processing time for food stamps but
in reality it has been lengthened
and the human element has been
largely removed. If the number of
workers performing the required
pngerprinting of everyone in a
household 18 and older and those
employed to do home searches
where instead able to work with
clients, there would be enough
personnel to serve the client popu-
lation.

Members were asked to send
postcards to the BOS asking them
to remove unnecessary barriers
to receiving food stamps; invest
the resources necessary for the
efficient delivery of services;
and to humanize the application
process.

Annual Meeting
Rafye Nets
$2,109

Annual Meeting Rafye Chair Leita
McCormick and her large commit-
tee orchestrated a very successful
rafye with wonderful prizes, at-
tractive setup, and many happy
winners. Leita(right) with Carolyn
Taylor (left) will be Carlsbad Unit
Co-Chairs for 2009-2010.

League Fire Safety Study
Nancy Telford and Peggy Dornish
are serving on the County League
Fire Safety Study Committee
which began its work a year ago.
To date the main task has been
gathering various kinds of infor-
mation on practices and pnances.
The next step will be to conduct
interviews with groups and agen-
cies responsible for pre safety.
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Regional Observer Reports

The Buena Vista Lagoon Joint
Powers Committee observer
Connie Ulrich reports that local
public opinion supports a fresh
water option for restoration of the
Lagoon, with no messy tidal ebb
and yow.

The residents of San Malo and
many members of the public also
are against a tidal yushing salt-
water alternative because it would
necessitate building large jetties
that would probably sand starve
beaches to the south and depnitely
eliminate the beach access between
Oceanside and Carlsbad. A pro-
posal for creating tidal saltwater
yushing without using jettiesfan
option which may please both the
public and Fish and Game, is be-
ing explored.

According to Caltrans, which is
a possible source of funding for
mitigation because of the impend-
ing freeway widening, any mitiga-
tion must include a 0Public Works
Plan,6 which addresses mobility
and coastal access. The current
plan is to circulate the Public
Works Plan with the EIR for the
project. Trail extensions leading
to the beach may be included in
this plan.

Carlsbad has set aside $164,000
forthe roadside boardwalk design.
Fish and Game has given their ap-
proval, but plans are on hold until
the EIR iscompleted on the lagoon
restoration project. The Caltrans
mitigation fund could be a source
of further funding for actual con-
struction because the Boardwalk is
the type of access project included
in their Public Works Plan.

Mira Costa Community College
observers Nancy Hand and Barbara
Mendell report that Dr. Francisco
Rodriguez from Sacramento will
be the new president of Mira Costa
atasalary of $256,000 per year. In
March, William Fisher was chosen
to pnishthe term of departing board
member Judy Stratton.

Atentative budget was adopted in
June. Mira Costa is one of three
community colleges in California
receiving enough funding from
property taxes to operate their
school. In its 6going greend pro-
gram, MCC recently placed 9th out
of 500 colleges nationally.

North County Transit District
observer, LeitaMcCormick reports
that fee increases, bus route elimi-
nations and a 10% cut in positions
for bus drivers and nonunion per-
sonnel alike, have notbeenenough
to offset the decline in revenue.
The District is looking at a $2.7
million depcit next pscal year.

In addition to raising daily rates,
SANDAG imposed an increase in
regular monthly regional passes
and voted to shift local sales-tax
dollars to highways. In some good
news, instead of eliminating the
shuttle service which links Coaster
trains and Sorrento Valley busi-
nesses, NCTD cut the number of
shuttle routes in half, which cut
the costs by two-thirds. The latest
ridership pgures on the BREEZE,
LIFT,COASTERand SPRINTER
show an increase of 14.3% and
no increase in operating expenses
as a result of lower fuel costs.

The district is implementing an
Enhanced Parking Pilot Project
funded by a grant which will in-
clude valet parking, car pool and
vanreserved parking, car washing,
and laundry services. These pro-
posed services will be marketed as
a way of attracting more riders.

LOSSAN, the rail corridor used
by trains running from LosAngeles
to San Diego has been extended
to include San Luis Obispo. For-
mer NCTD board member Julie
Nygaard, a North Coast League
member, isonthe LOSSAN Board
of Directors and is very enthusi-
astic about Californiads receiving
our share of federal stimulus funds
needed to better integrate Amtrak,
COASTER and Metrolink.

Palomar Airport Advisory
Committee observer Connie
Ulrich reports that Palomar has
been designated aonoise sensitiveo
airport. Any residence located
within the sound footprint of the
airport must make a notipcation at
the time of the sale of their prop-
erty that it is located in a Noise
Impact Notipcation Area (NINA).
This notipcation remains part of
the deed. Nevertheless the Com-
mittee continues to hear more and
more complaints fromever angrier
people. Complaints about airport
noise are up even while data show
theairportwas louderin 1995when
the number of noise complaints
averaged 60 per month. There
has been been a 900% increase in
complaints with 500 in an average
month. However, since 1993,
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Regional Observer Reports

PACC (continued)

the plane count has gone down by
45%. The airport has gone from
3 commercial carriers to 1, and
yight operations are down in the
last 5 years with 2008 having had
the lowest number of operations
in 20 years.

PAAC ties the rise in complaints
to new housing developments
and also to a specipc internet site
they believe this site (loudairport.
com) encourages public distrust
of PAAC.

An Economic Vitality Study for
Palomar Airport is being prepared
for the County of San Diego to
assess the importance, value and
economic impact of the airport
to the local community. While
still incomplete, the study shows
impacts both direct and indirect
since 1994:

A Employment in airport activities
increased from 1,270 to 1,878
jobs

A Personal income for people
employed by the airport and in
business supported by the airport
increased from $33.4 million to
$70.7 million

A Business revenue for airport
property businessesand off airport
businesses increased from $108.6
million to $256 million

A State and local tax revenues
increased from $4.5 million to
approximately $18.4 million

StartingJuly 2, AaronAirwill offer
a charter service to Las Vegas.

Tri-City Healthcare District
observer Mary Beth Tompane
reports that after the elections in
November 2008, a majority of
the board (the two new members
andtwo reelected board members)
voted in a closed meeting not to
renew the contract of the attorney
and voted to place on paid leave
the chief executive ofpcers and
seven department heads.

There hasbeenno publicdisclosure
of the results of the forensic audit
they also ordered. An Interim
Chief Executive Ofpcer has been
hired and the board has hired a
new attorney.

Because the interest rate for the
swap bonds has become higher,
the Interim CEO has attempted
to repnance them. He has been
hampered by unfavorable public-
ity. He has led an effort to get a
delay inthe deadline for retroptting
the hospital to withstand possible
earthquake damage.

The Board majority has usually
voted as a block, but there was
one break when four board mem-
bers voted to remove Rose Marie
Renoas Chairand replace her with
Madeline Rodriguez, M.D. and to
remove Kathleen Sterling as Vice
Chair. Dr. Rodriguez has chaired
three meetings, and they have
been more civil and business is
conducted in an orderly manner.

The medical staff proposed the
Board appoint a Task Force to
examine the optimum governance
form for Tri-City Hospital, but
this was voted down by the Board
majority.

22nd District Agricultural
Association (Del Mar
Fairgrounds) observer Nancy
Dietrich reports that the biggest
news regarding the Fairgrounds
is whether there will be a Fair-
grounds in the future. To combat
the stateds growing depcit, Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger unveiled
a proposal in May to sell several
state-owned landmarks, includ-
ing the Del Mar Fairgrounds.Stay
tuned.

The Board has not voted on the
master plan update but has ap-
proved a $1.3 million contract
with LSA Associates for an EIR
report, architectural drawings
and engineering which should be
completed this month.

SANDAG has confirmed the
feasibility of arailroad platform at
the Fairgrounds to allow residents
to take the train to the Fair and
horse races.

People now can ride to the Solana
Beach train station but must then
board buses to reach the fair-
grounds.

Live racing this year will be on
a 5-day schedule rather than 6,
because of less betting and fewer
horses entering races.

The Fairgrounds continue to win
accolades for their environmenal
efforts. The latest is a new state of
the art sewer pipeline buried 14
feet below the river.

Andoflocal interest, Premier Food
Servicets fryer oil is going to a
local business, Leucadia Towing,
which is making theirown biodiesel
to power their tow trucks.
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City Observer Reports

Carlsbad City Council observer
Tina Schmidt reports that as pre-
dicted, further water use reduction
is now mandatory. A schedule to
be published for watering days
and other uses outside is also
mandatory. Inaddition, aproposed
water and sewer rate increase has
been announced for August 1, an
average increase of 18% and 9%
respectively.

The approval of the new Pedestrian
Master Plan, paid for mostly with
funds from a SANDAG grant,
opens up the possibility for state
and federal grants for implement-
ing pedestrian-friendly routes to
schools and to connect trails.

Carlsbad Council Goals for 2009-
10 will include: Management of
and response to recession impacts;
update of Alga Norte Park costs;
a Trafpc Management Plan; open
space acquisition at lower costs;
a police and pre training facility;
completion of the desalination
project; and improving connec-
tions with the community.

The 2009-10 Capital Improvement
Projects will include: rest rooms
and storage at Pine Avenue Park;
a police and pre training facility;
roughgrading for Alga Norte Park;
various road and sidewalk projects;
water and sewer infrastructure and
water distribution projects such as
Agua Hedionda channel dredging
and restoration; sewer lift system
with Vistaand water and wastewa-
ter construction and replacement
projects; and Maerkle Reservoir
pressure reduction and renewable
energy project.

Carlsbad Library Board ob-
server Carolyn Taylor reports that
only a minor to moderate impact
Is expected from budget cuts. No
full-time employees are losing
their jobs.

The Learning Center is up to
speed and growing by the month.
The Summer Reading Program
anticipates almost 4,000 partici-
pants, including adults along with
childrenandteens. Increased fees
andchargesare being implemented
for renting the media services
facilities.

Carlsbad Planning Commission
observer Beth Hulsart reports that
the members of the Commission
seem to function effectively as a
group, each having independently
done their reading/research on
agenda items, including making
site visits before their meetings,
listening to each otherds questions
during the proceedings and voting
independently.

The most controversial of the
current projects seems to be the
widening of EI Camino Real from
Tamarack to Chestnut. That is the
only projectwhich has raised ques-
tions (undergrounding the utilities
and where the money comes from)
which were not answered at the
last meeting. Other items recently
passed were the Senior Assisted
Living facility in Bressi Ranch.

Please note that these abbreviated
reports dond do justice to the ob-
serversflive reports. Cometothe
twice-yearly Observer Meetings
for much more information.

Encinitas Planning Commission
observer Martha Cox reports that
the best attended meeting of the
commission to date this year was
on April 2nd when the Scripps
Hospital Expansion was on the
agenda. The commissionapproved
the application, which was later
appealed by the neighbors, but
ultimately upheld by the City
Council. The agenda items are
fascinating and diverse, such as:
the conversion of a mobile home
park to ocondoso; the designation
of what constitutes a lot line when
the bluff collapses under your
home; the design and lighting for
pedestrian walkways/underpasses
under the railroad to 101; and the
consideration of a 4-lot permit
along San Elijo that approaches
100 of the street right-of-way

Oceanside Public Library ob-
server Kathy Christy reports that
several changes will be made to
cut 8% from the libraryts budget.
The Mission Branch will be closed
on Monday mornings, the book
budget will be reduced, and three
full-time positionsand eighthourly
extra-help employees will be cut.
The youth tutoring program will
also be cut.

Intimes of economicstress, library
usage goes up. People use the free
services such as job searches,
computers, movies and programs
for children.

The library recently received
awards. One is a grant in the
amount of $20,000 to implement
The Big Read Program in 2010.
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| Join the League of Women Voters
| Name
| Address
Phone Email

Membership is open to all U.S. citizens of voting
age . Others welcome as Associate members.

Dues: () $55 / year (Oct.1 to Sept. 30) with dues
| prorated at $4.50 / month for those joining mid-

ECO TIP | yeaf-()$25/ ear for 2nd member, same address
Reduce the amount of space you oneed.6 Large y ’ '
houses use far more energy and resources during
construction, occupancy, renovation and demoli-
tion.

Total Dues $
Contribution  $

Do you use only 20% of your living space? Are bership Chair, Edie Appel, 760-736-1608
thereany areasrarely used, yetstill heated, lighted
and furnished?  Something to considerithe
amount of space you really need is probably less

than you think.

Total Enclosed: $
Please make checks payable to LWVNCSDC and
mail to:

| LWVNCSDC, PO Box 131272, Carlsbad CA

I
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I

I

I _ .

| For dues assistance or questions please call Mem-
I
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