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Time for 
National Program Planning

Why is program planning important?  It is our 
opportunity at the grassroots level to have an im-
pact on the governmental issues LWVUS chooses 
for study and action.  This is important because 
League cannot take action on an issue until the 
issue has been chosen, studied and a position has 
been arrived at by consensus.

Every two years members of LWV take part in 
this national program planning process.  We may 
propose a new study, review an existing one or 
recommend a program item for concurrence.  We 
can also decide to make no recommendation.   All 
responses are considered by LWVUS for the Pro-
posed Program that will be discussed and voter on 
by delegates at National Convention in June.  

For more information on program planning, look 
at Impact on Issues, 2008-2010 on our Local 
League website www.lwvncsd.org.

Our local national program planning will take 
place on Monday, January 11 at 9:30 AM at the 
Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center on Coast 
Highway in Oceanside.  All members are invited 
and encouraged to attend.  It is your opportunity 
to make your voice heard.

Calendar - January 2010
 Tuesday, Jan. 5 Health Care Interest Group
 10:30 AM at the home of Roberta Peters

 Monday, Jan. 11 National Program Planning &
 9:30 AM County Program Planning  
  Meeting for all members   
  at the Buena Vista Audubon  
  Nature Center,   2202 S. Coast
  Highway, Oceanside

 Thursday, Jan. 14 Board Meeting at Liz Kruidenier’s
 9:15 AM house, all members welcome

 Thursday, Jan. 14 Sustainability Issues Group - new  
 Noon meeting place* 

 Friday, Jan. 15 Women’s Issues Group - new
 9:45 AM meeting place*

 Monday, Jan. 18 Book Group at the home of
 1:15 AM Edie Appel

 Wed., Jan. 20 San Dieguito Area Unit Meeting
 1 - 3 PM San Dieguito National Bank/US
  Bank, Encinitas

 Thurs., Jan. 21 Carlsbad Unit Meeting at the
 10:00 AM New meeting place*

 Saturday, Jan. 23 County League Day, 
 9 - 11 AM Sen. Christine Kehoe 
  State Funding of Fire Protection
  Please see page 4 of County Voter
  (inserted inside) for reservations  

 Tuesday, Jan. 26 “New to League” meeting at the
 6 PM home of Edie Appel, Please RSVP

*  The new meeting place for the Carlsbad Unit, and 
the Sustainability and Womens’ Issues Groups is the 
Leucadia Wastewater District Office, located at 1960 La 
Costa Avenue, Carlsbad.  The office is located just south 
of the Albertson’s shopping center. 
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The Member Spotlight
Alice Rodin-Segal

by Kathy Christy

When Alice Rodin-Segal’s two children 
were small, Alice joined friends at League 
of Women Voters meetings where they had 
babysitters for their children. It was a perfect 
combination for these mothers in Norwalk, 
Connecticut to be active in League and to be 
able to take their children with them.  One 
of Alice’s positions was serving as the Vice 
President of the League’s housing commit-
tee which worked to stop discrimination in 
housing.

Mental health was also an issue that inter-
ested Alice. She was the Vice President of 
a group that did surveys of doctors to find 
out the number of mentally ill children 
whose parents were keeping them out of 
school and  were not being serviced. This 
information was published in the New York 
Times. Alice was also at one time President 
of a mental health clinic for children where 
Andy Rooney and legislators appeared at a 
fundraising for remodeling the clinic.

Living in San Marcos with her husband, Al-
ice is near her daughter Jamie, son-in-law 
and three grandsons who live in Encinitas.  
She travels to Andover, Massachusetts to 
visit her son Jonathan, his wife and their son 
and daughter.

Alice enjoyed her career in education. She 
taught elementary school and later received 
her Masters Degree after which she worked 
as a school counselor. Now retired, Alice’s 
warm personality and welcoming smile 
make her a perfect fit for serving as League’s 
Arrangements chair. She has directed fund-
raising and theater parties, making these 
events enjoyable and profitable.  

The View From Here
by Peggy Dornish

As we know, the LWVC has long advocated for major re-
forms in our state government. At present, however, sev-
eral other citizen groups are calling for a Constitutional 
Convention in order to “start over,” as it were. The League 
is monitoring these efforts but has not signed on as a part-
ner to any of them.

California’s original constitution was adopted in November 
1849, in advance of attaining statehood in 1850. It was su-
perseded by our current constitution which was ratified in 
May 1879. It seems that the present constitution is among 
the longest in the world, and  if we take into account the 
non-stop process of amending it (more than 500 times to 
date), we may rise to the top of the heap in short order. In 
any case, the main reason for its bulk is not far to seek, 
namely, the existence of the ballot initiative. At the start of 
the 20th century, as I earlier wrote, progressive politicians 
wanted to wrest the reins of government away from the 
powerful railroads which then controlled both  politics and 
the economy. And as we know, they succeeded in part by 
introducing the initiative process in 1911.  Whatever the 
merits of that process, and they are many, initiatives spe-
cifically to amend the constitution have led to its present 
bloated condition. Attempts to call a third Constitutional 
Convention (in 1897, 1914, 1919, 1930, 1934, and 1947) 
have all failed, although a constitutional revision commit-
tee approved by the legislature and voters labored from 
1964 to 1976 and succeeded in removing 40,000 words 
from the text.

Get Me Rewrite, or not?

The big issues in 1879 were explosive population growth, 
rapid economic development, a national depression, and 
the influx of Chinese immigrants. It sees that the 1879 
Constitution actually validated the politics of race and 
class in California. Are we likely to do better if we try 
again? A Constitutional Convention would allow the elec-
torate to engage in a discussion of potential solutions to 
the many problems of our state’s governance and provide 
the opportunity to enact fundamental reforms, surely an  
improvement over the piecemeal approach of our current 
experience. On the other hand, the possibility of such a 
convention being hijacked by special interests, as it was in 
1879, is an ever-present danger.  More to come . . . .    



January 2010       LWV North Coast San Diego County   Page 3

LWVUS 
Program Planning

by Peggy Dornish

Please mark your calendars for 
our General Meeting on Monday, 
January 11, when we will under-
take our biennial task of discuss-
ing, debating, and deciding what 
should be the Program priorities 
of LWVUS.  The meeting will be 
held at the Audubon Nature Cen-
ter in Oceanside and will begin at 
9:30 AM. Co-President Roni Seay 
will moderate the discussion after 
Co-President Peggy Dornish pro-
vides background information on 
the process and presents Program 
recommendations being pro-
posed by various Leagues around 
the country.  Happily, we are no 
longer expected to re-ratify all 
existing LWVUS Positions so 
our meeting can be devoted to the 
discussion of issues that concern 
us at the present time. 

We would like especially for our 
new and newer members to at-
tend since we already know from 
other meetings that you have 
good ideas about the direction in 
which the League could and/or 
should go, and this meeting will 
introduce you how we freely de-
bate issues and come to agree-
ment on priorities in order to set 
a course for LWVUS--grassroots 
activity at its best. 

For your information, these are 
some of the proposals which are 
being made: 1) an Update of our 
Education Position in the light of 
relatively new federal legislation 
such as No Child Left Behind and 
other mandated programs; 

2) LWVUS sponsorship of local 
League studies on civics educa-
tion in our K-12 schools; 

3) publicly financed elections; 
and 

4) establishing a Cabinet-level 
“Department of Peace.” 
 

County League 
Program Planning

The LWV of San Diego County 
is an InterLeague Organization 
(ILO) with membership made 
up of the four Local Leagues in 
San Diego County.  Every two 
years we are asked to make rec-
ommendations regarding existing 
LWVSD County positions.  We 
can retain, drop, update, or sug-
gest fact-finding on the existing 
positions.

County League positions can be 
found on its website: 
www.sdcilo.ca.lwvnet.org/  
ILO has positions on:

• Citizen Participation in County 
Government and San Diego Re-
gional Agencies;

• Structure of Government in San 
Diego County & Region;

• Financing County Government;

• Transportation;

• Regional Planning;

• Land Use 

• Child Advocacy;

• Public Libraries;

• the Role of San Diego County 
Government in Responding to the 
Impact of Seriously Mentally Ill.

County League welcomes recom-
mendations for new studies or is-
sues for emphasis and advocacy.

Please take time to read the Coun-
ty League’s positions so you can 
take part in the discussion about 
the direction the County League 
should take for the next two 
years.

New to League

Are there things about League 
you would like to know?  Do you 
have questions you’d like to have 
answered?  Are you considering 
becoming more active but don’t 
know where you might fit best or 
what might appeal to your inter-
ests?

In our continuing efforts to invite 
new and experienced members to 
become more active in League, 
we will be hosting a fun and in-
formative buffet.  

We hope you’ll be able to join 
us at 6:00 PM, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 26, 2010 at the home of Edie 
Appel.  Please join us for this op-
portunity to get better acquainted 
both with League and your fellow 
Leaguers.  Please RSVP to either 
Nancy Telford at (760) 753-3487, 
Jackie Stone at (760) 434-9350 or 
Naomi Marblestone at (760) 720-
9187.
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Answers will be provided by new 
League member Amy Davis, ca-
pable and knowledgeable guard-
ian of the Carlsbad History Room 
in her “Tailor-Made-for- Leagu-
ers” presentation.
 
Carlsbad will meet at 10:00 AM 
on January 21.  We will meet at 
the new location.  

Book Group
We start off the new year with 
Blood and Thunder by Hampton 
Sides.  Here’s a good look at the 
subjugation of Native American 
tribes along with a portrait of Kit 
Carson that may be new to you.  
Join us on January 18, 2010 at 1:15 
PM at Edie Appel’s home.  Margie 
Monroy will lead the discussion.

A Look Ahead:
February: Grapes of Wrath by 
John Steinbeck
March: Founding Mothers by 
Cokie Roberts
April: Forever War by Dexter 
Filkins
May: American Lion by Jon 
Meacham

Questions, carpooling?  Call  
Carolyn Taylor (760) 931-1807

LWV Issues Groups

Health Care Issues Group will 
meet on Tuesday, January 5 at 
10:30 AM. The meeting will be 
held at the home of Roberta Pe-
ters.  Please contact Vicki Beck 
with any questions.

Media Monitors will meet  on 
Monday, January 18 at  9:30 AM

January Bulletin Board
Unit Meetings

Oceanside Unit members will 
meet on Monday, January 11 
at 9:30 AM at the Buena Vista 
Audubon Nature Center, 2202 
S. Coast Highway, Oceanside to 
host LWVUS Program Planning 
for all members of our League.

San Dieguito Unit  has a dyna-
mite program scheduled for Janu-
ary.   The San Diego  County De-
partment of  Education will tell 
us about the Juvenile Court and 
Community Schools  (JC&CC)  
project.  These court schools are 
overseen by the San Diego Coun-
ty Board of Education.  They  ac-
commodate students who may 
have problems in traditional 
schools or have been expelled.  
For some students these schools 
are their last best hope for a nor-
mal life. We will likely hear from 
some students who will tell their 
stories.  Sue Hartley, who serves 
on the County Board of Educa-
tion, will be on hand to introduce 
the presenters.

Please don’t miss this one!
Date:  Wednesday, January 20th
Place: San Diego National Bank, 
Encinitas

Carlsbad Unit
Test yourself: where in Carlsbad 
would you head in order to:
• Learn about the history of our 
city’s early election issues?
• Read decades-old family letters 
and precious documents about  
women’s organizations?
•Trace the movement toward 
Open Space and preservation of 
our Natural Environment ?

at the home off Roger and Betty 
Fox.  Contact Roger Fox for in-
formation.

Sustainability Issues Group 
will meet on Thursday, January 
14 at noon in the Closed Session 
meeting room at the the Leuca-
dia Wastewater District Office, 
1960 La Costa Avenue, Carlsbad.  
We will continue discussions of 
AB1881 and survey question 
preparation.  For questions call 
Diane Mochizuki. 

Womenõs Issues Group will 
meet on Friday, January 15, at 
9:45 AM at the Leucadia Waste-
water District Office, 1960 La 
Costa Avenue, Carlsbad. 

WIG, as we now call ourselves, 
is a discussion group that will 
kick off the new year with stim-
ulating conversation about is-
sues affecting women today. 
We will also begin planning for 
our LWV Founders Luncheon 
in October, Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
birthday month.   Contact Leita 
McCormick with questions.
Please note, the Heart Health 
Program scheduled for Feb. 5 has 
been cancelled.

Please note the new meeting 
venue for the Carlsbad Unit and 
the Sustainability and Women’s 
Issues Groups.  They will meet at 
the Leucadia Wastewater District 
Office, 1960 La Costa Avenue 
in Carlsbad.  The office is locat-
ed just south of the Albertson’s 
shopping center.  
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Local Action Urgently Needed
League is urging members to write letters, as indi-
viduals, (LWV of San Diego County is sending its 
own letter) to voice your concern about develop-
ing new and intensified land uses in a river plain 
with identified wetlands.  Mistakes were made in 
the 1930’s when this land, in a floodway, was de-
veloped.  Ninety percent of coastal wetlands have 
disappeared through inappropriate development in 
the last 100 years.  We should take the opportunity 
to use this public property to  correct  past mistakes 
rather than add to them.
 
The Fairgrounds is not the right place for a north 
county convention center.  There are simply too 
many negative environmental impacts which can-
not be mitigated.  This EIR and the masterplan it 
supports should be rejected  (see observer report 
below).
 
Send your letter no later than January 8, 2010 to:
Dustin Fuller
Sr. Environmental Planner
22nd District Agricultural Association
2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd.
Del Mar, CA  92014-2216
 
To view the masterplan EIR, visit www.sdfair.com   
Printed copies are available at the Solana Beach 
and Del Mar Libraries.

Observer Reports
Regional

22nd District Agricultural Association - Del Mar 
Fairgrounds observer Nancy Dietrich reports that 
the long-awaited master plan and environmental 
impact report  for the fairgrounds were released on 
Oct. 9.  The draft master plan outlines a variety of 
projects proposed for construction on the 340-acre 
site during the next 25 years “when financing be-
comes available.” Comments must be submitted in 
writing by January 8.  A copy of the two-volume 
master plan is available at the at the administration 
building in the fairgrounds. Documents can also be 
reviewed online at www.sdfair.com. During a Fair 
Board scoping hearing in April 2008,  some said 
the proposed development conflicted with an $86 
million restoration project under way at the San 
Dieguito River and wetlands bordering the fair-
grounds.  After conferring with Nancy McCleary, 
President of the LWV of San Diego County and 
Margaret Schlesinger, who also attended the scop-
ing meeting in 2008, LWV will oppose this plan on 
environmental grounds.

LWV of California
by Mary Thompson

At a time of deep public dissatisfaction with State 
government, the Board of the LWV California 
(LWVC) is intensely active in its participation in the 
State’s critical issues.    In her November 2009 letter 
to the League, LWVC President, Janis Hirohama, 
states, “People trust the League because they know 
we are truly a grassroots organization of women 
and men who believe in democracy, recognize the 
importance of being informed and active, and are 
willing to fight for the public good.”   She lists these 
current actions:

 • We’re working hard, both within the League 
and as part of a coalition of groups, to educate the 
public about the application process for the new 
citizens redistricting commission so that as many 
qualified, diverse Californians as possible apply.   
 • The League has formed a working group to 
review specific budget reform proposals, advise the 
state board on potential action, and develop a plan 
and materials for public education on the issues. 
 • LWVC has testified on initiative reform at a 
hearing of the joint Select Legislative Committees 
on Improving State Government.
 • We are preparing to campaign for passage of 
the California Fair Elections Act on the June 2010 
ballot.

For the full text of her message, go to http://www.
ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/upd2009/nov/index.html

The transparency of the League’s grassroots process 
is evident on the LWVC members-only website.   
The website will be overhauled in the coming year, 
but even in its current state, it is an encyclopedia of 
agreed-upon legislative priorities, issues, positions 
taken, and public communications. 

Board Minutes - posted within 2 weeks of the meet-
ing http://www.ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/updates.html

The Letters to Officials lists LWVC’s public com-
munications.     http://www.ca.lwv.org/lwvc/action/
letters/index.html
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The Buena Vista Lagoon Joint 
Powers Committee observer 
Connie Ulrich reports that  even 
though the committee  meets 
only sporadically, members do 
consult with the Buena Vista 
Lagoon Working Group.  The 
Group members are representa-
tives of Carlsbad, Oceanside, and 
the Buena Vista Lagoon Founda-
tion, a representative from Ever-
est International, an engineering 
company, and representatives 
from all the permitting agencies: 
the CA Coastal Conservancy, CA 
Coastal Commission, Fish and 
Game, Fish and Wildlife and the 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Board. Everest is looking into a 
proposal for creating tidal salt-
water flushing without using jet-
ties which could starve the beach-
es to the south, an option which 
may please both the public and 
Fish and Game.
     
Concurrently staffers are keeping 
the lagoon’s restoration project 
in the forefront of any SANDAG 
/Caltrans discussions concerning 
the allocation of  Caltrans wet-
land mitigation funds resulting 
from Caltrans widening the I-5 
corridor from San Diego to  Rte 
76.  Buena Vista and San Elijo la-
goons are  two prime candidates 
for wetland mitigation. 
    
 Carlsbad has set aside $164,000 
for design of a boardwalk cross-
ing BV Lagoon on the east side  
of the coast highway, Fish and 
Game has given their approval, 
but plans are on hold until the la-
goon EIR is completed. 

The Mira Costa Community 
College Board of Trustees ob-
servers Nancy Hand and Barbara 
Mendell report that Mira Costa 
Community College District 

is supported primarily by local 
property taxes.  This makes it 
less vulnerable to state budget 
cuts.  Enrollment is up and finan-
cial aid applications have nearly 
doubled since last year.  In the 
past, the Trustees have built up 
a large reserve fund, so the col-
lege is able to add classes to the 
schedule.  Over $8 million from 
the reserve fund will be spend on 
staff, educational programs and 
to help meet expenses this year.
     
The detailed accreditation self-
study is due to be completed and 
sent to the state’s Accreditation 
Commission at the end of Decem-
ber.  This self evaluation, using 
commission standards, includes 
topics such as student learning 
outcomes, program reviews, and 
budget and planning.  The Ac-
creditation Commission will visit 
the Mira Costa campus in March 
of 2010.
     
The Community Learning Center 
at MCC helps some students tran-
sition from non-credit to credit 
status.  Some of the programs in-
clude: a career technology expo, 
a 2-day reading festival and  adult 
high school diploma accredita-
tion.  Textbook scholarships are 
available to help ESL non-credit 
and adult high schools students.

Tri-City Health Care Center 
observer Mary Beth Tompane re-
ports that the sale of a physicians 
group to Scripps Medical has re-
sulted in  fewer patients in outpa-
tient surgeries and births as doc-
tors in the group now refer their 
patients to Scripps if they need 
hospitalization. 
      
Emergency Room admittances 
have increased and referrals to 
the hospital have been steady 
and increased during the last six 

months.  However, the hospital 
continues to lose money.  Larry 
Anderson, who came on as an in-
terim hospital head  has now been 
hired as CEO. 
       
In November, the Board and 
Executive Staff held a day-long 
planning session.  The staff pre-
sented good data, led the discus-
sion and presented a tentative five 
year strategic plan  which was ap-
proved at the last Board Meeting.   
One goal is to be in the top 10% 
of hospitals in the USA. 
      
At the last board meeting the board 
approved a meeting schedule for 
2010 and elected officers for the 
year.  The officers will continue 
as they have for the last 4 months 
with Madeline Rodriguez MD 
continuing as chair/president.

North County Transit District 
Board observer Leita McCor-
mack reports that NCTD has gone 
from managing to operate within 
its budget with the help of local 
and state funds to facing a $16 
million deficit in FY 2010-2011 
because of plummeting sales tax 
revenue and the loss of all state 
transit assistance.

The district will cut BREEZE 
bus routes and raise fares, despite  
dozens of affected  riders’ pro-
tests  at   board   meetings. 
A tenth of the district’s bus driv-
ers and administrative personnel  
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were cut, and the hiring all bus 
operators will be outsourced un-
der a contract awarded to First 
Transit, an Ohio-based compa-
ny.   Morale among bus drivers 
is understandably low because 
even if they are lucky enough to 
be hired  by First Transit, their 
pay and benefits will be reduced.  
The move to outsource will save 
NCTD a projected $10 million a 
year however.     
     
Another blow to the district is the 
Federal mandate which requires 
all intercity passenger and com-
muter trains to have a positive 
train control system designed to 
stop runaway trains and colli-
sions in place by December 2015.  
Cost of the PTC system has been 
estimated at anywhere from $27 
to $90 million dollars, the latter 
figure being more than NCTD’s 
entire budget.
    
The district is heavily criticized 
for not living up to its motto, “We 
Move People,” but when one 
considers that the district’s fixed 
bus routes cover 1,200 square 
miles—from San Clemente to the 
north, to La Jolla to the south, to 
Valley Center and Ramona to the 
east, and is facing a $10 million 
shortfall, it does not have much 
of a choice except to do whatever 
has to be done to do to keep the 
services they do offer afloat.

Oceanside

Oceanside Public Library ob-
server Kathy Christy reports that  
due to budget cuts, staff jobs have 
been eliminated and hours have 
been cut at both the Civic Cen-
ter and Mission Branch Librar-
ies.  The Community Computer 
Center was closed and the 40 
computers have been moved into 
the Civic Center Library’s second 

floor.  The reservation system for 
computer use has been elimi-
nated.   The budget for children’s 
books and adult databases has 
been reduced.
     
The Friends continue to be strong 
supporters of the library and are 
giving $40,000 for the purchase 
of books and materials.  In addi-
tion, book sales continue to pro-
vide funds for the library.      
          
Library usage continues to in-
crease and  about half of library 
patrons are using the self-check 
machines.
    
The remodel of the library is 
moving forward.  It is funded by 
a special allocation of funds in 
the CIP.  The Civic Center library 
will be first.  The project will be 
ready for the bid process as soon 
as the architects finish some de-
tailed drawings in January.  A 
new stairway will be built and 
new lighting, tile and accoustical 
tile on the ceiling for the Great 
Hall will be included.

Encinitas
Encinitas Planning Commission 
observer Martha Cox reports that 
the current state of the economy 
can be seen in the last six months 
of planning commission meet-
ings.  There have been no large 
or small projects presented, and 
agendas mainly consist of con-
sent items that are being returned 
after minor adjustments. Many 
meetings have been cancelled 
this fall due to lack of agenda 
items, and if they were held, they 
were brief.  In a phone conversa-
tion with planning staff, I learned 
that there is nothing new on the 
horizon until January when the 
commission will review the Car-
diff master plan. 

Carlsbad

The Palomar Airport Advisory 
Committee (PAAC) observer 
Connie Ulrich reports that PAAC 
meetings are the forum for the 
public to air their questions and 
concerns about airport operations.  
At each meeting, members of the 
public are allowed to comment on 
each successive agenda item.  At 
the PAAC meetings every com-
plaint lodged against the airport 
in the past month is reported and 
discussed. 
     
Members of the committee 
and airport staff meet with lo-
cal home- owner associations to 
explain the pilot awareness pro-
gram, which include special map  
inserts for pilot flight logs, which 
highlight residential areas. There 
are signs posted throughout the 
flight areas reminding pilots to 
takeoff due west on a 250 head-
ing (straight out over the ocean) 
before banking north or south. 
Pilots are also educated about the 
Voluntary Noise Abatement Pro-
cedures, which discourage take-
off or landing between 10:00 PM 
and 7:00 AM.      

The latest noise study shows a 
40% reduction in noise, but a 
900% increase in complaints.  
The airport was louder in 1995 
when the number of noise com-
plaints averaged 60 per month.    
On average, the airport receives 
500 noise complaints a month. 

Additional Carlsbad Observer 
Reports will be published in the 
February VOTER.
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County League Fire Study
The purpose of the Fire Study is to establish a 
county-wide position on fire protection and related 
issues in order that our Leagues’  future advocacy 
may address the wide range of concerns involved, 
including not only fire safety, but also fire services 
organization, funding, and citizen education. It  has 
been assumed that the preservation of our county’s 
diverse ecosystems is an underlying, but equally 
important, concern. 

The Study Committee has met monthly since Fall 
2008. A large part of their work has been investiga-
tive projects and reports undertaken by individual 
members, a comparative study of fire protection 
services in other counties, and numerous interviews 
with state, county, and local officials, including envi-
ronmentalists.

The Committee has elected to focus the report on 
the so-called “back country” (unincorporated area)  
rather than on the more developed and more ade-
quately served urban/suburban areas of the county.

As a point of interest, no other California League 
has undertaken such a study to date.


