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March 2010
 Tuesday, Mar. 2 Health Care Interest Group
 10:30 AM at the home of Liz Kruidenier 
 
 Thursday, Mar. 4 Sustainability Issues Group meets
 Noon  at the Leucadia Wastewater 
  District Offices, Carlsbad
  
 Friday, March 5 County League Board Meeting
 10:30 AM at the LWV Office in San Diego

Thursday, Mar. 11 Board Meeting at Liz Kruidenierôs
 9:15 AM house, all members welcome

 Monday, Mar. 15 Book Group at the home of
 1:15 PM Anne Omsted

 Wed., Mar. 17 San Dieguito Area Unit Meeting
 1 - 3 PM San Dieguito National Bank/US
  Bank, Encinitas

 Thurs., Feb. 18 Joint Carlsbad & Oceanside/
 10:00 AM Vista Unit meeting at the Leucadia
  Wastewater District Office.

 Friday, Mar. 19 Womenôs Issues Group 
 9:45 AM at the Leucadia Wastewater
  District Office

 Monday, Mar. 29 Media Monitors at the home of
 9:30 AM Joyce Joseph

 SAVE the DATE Theater Party & Raffle
 Sunday, April 25 Please see page 3

An Update on Health Care Reform  
U.S. and California

By Vicki Beck
 
As national health reform advances in the U.S. Con-
gress this month, the February 25 bipartisan meeting 
with President Obama will no doubt inÿuence the þnal 
outcome of a bill.  We must continue to keep pressure 
on our elected ofþcials and urge them to support key 
issues, including a stateõs right to implement its own 
health plan, and reproductive health rights for women.  
 
In the meantime, the California single payer bill takes 
center stage with a state campaign sponsored by Cali-
fornia One Care www.californiaonecare.org/ and sup-
ported by LWVC that launched March 1.  Its goal is 
to raise awareness about SB 810 and to educate voters 
about key components which are based on a Medicare 
model of health care delivery.   The historic legislation 
is expected to move from the Appropriations Commit-
tee through the legislative process for passage later this 
year.   The Health Care Interest Group will offer unit 
presentations on SB 810 March 17 and 18.  Be sure to 
attend your unit meeting and learn about plans for a 
single payer health care system in our state.  
 
The Health Care Interest Group  meets monthly and 
provides regular email updates to alert League mem-
bers about speciþc issues and contact information. 
Email vicki.beck@yahoo.com for information and 
updates and go to  www.lwvncsd.org/HealthCare.html 
for resources on health care reform. 

Speaking With One Voice
League members enjoy using our considerable energies to analyze the governmental process and work to 
effect change.  In this election year, we are reminded that our Board policies dictate we speak with ñone voiceò 
about League issues.  As you know, the League does not support or oppose any political party or candidate.  
Responsibility to maintain nonpartisanship rests with all members who undertake leadership in League activi-
ties.  Members may engage in any political activity as individuals so long as such activities donôt adversely 
affect our nonpartisan policy.  The President approves all League-related materials prepared for distribution to 
members and the community.  Maintaining our nonpartisanship is vital in ensuring the ongoing professionalism of 
the League of Women Voters.
 
    



Page 2            LWV North Coast San Diego County                                  March 2010

The View from Here
by Peggy Dornish

On March 10, in Washington, D. C., in the Capitol Ro-
tunda, the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) who 
served with such distinction in World War II will re-
ceive the recognition and honor they deserve when they 
and family members of deceased WASP are presented 
with the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civil-
ian award conferred by our government. Congressional 
leaders of both houses will do the honors. 

How High They Fly

Who were these courageous and talented avia-
tors? First and foremost, they were young women 
who loved to ÿy and were already commercially 
licensed. Their leader, Jacqueline Cochran, who at 
her death several years ago held more ÿying records 
than any other aviator ever, importuned Army Air 
Force General Hap Arnold to initiate the program 
for women pilots in order to free servicemen for 
combat missions in Europe and Asia. More than 
a thousand women pilots answered the call. Pay-
ing their own way, they came to Avenger Field in 
Sweetwater, Texas for rigorous training and subse-
quently ÿew every kind of military aircraft, includ-
ing the þrst jets. They became ferry pilots, towed 
targets for gunnery practice, and performed engi-
neering check ÿights. In the case of òmyó WASP, 
Dot Lewis, she performed test ÿights on the B-26 
Martin Marauder which was crashing too often on 
landing, indeed so often that combat pilots in the 
European theater refused to ÿy it. Happy ending: 
Dot þgured out the problem, and she has since been 
made an honorary member of the B-26 combat pi-
lots association.

When the program was disbanded in 1944 (we were 
winning the war, and the powers-that-be were not 
eager to publicize them), these extraordinary civil-
ian aviators had to pay their own way home, their 
service unknown to most Americans. Fortunately, 
lack of recognition never deterred them: some went 
on to careers in aviation; some just went home; but 
they all maintained their friendships and cherished 
their memories through the years. At long last, in 
1977, the WASP were granted military status. To-
day every woman pilot ÿying in the military looks 
to the WASP as her model and the epitome of what 
talent and determination can accomplish in a þeld 
previously regarded as òfor men only.ó 

Spotlight on Mary Thompson
by Peggy Dornish

League member Mary Thompson is used to being òin 
the spotlight,ó speciþcally, under the lights in the KOCT 
recording studio where for several years she has been a 
face and voice of League for our televised Pro & Con 
presentations. Off stage, she and her husband Mike live 
in Carlsbad where they retired in 2005. Maryõs forte is 
business administration, and her professional career was 
spent in production and senior management in the tele-
communications industry.

Committed to volunteer work, she and Mike  had want-
ed to join the Peace Corps to teach business develop-
ment in Eastern Europe or Central Asia. That was not 
to be, but their recruiter suggested that Mary volunteer 
to teach English as a second language in San Diego. 
Under the auspices of the International Rescue Com-
mittee, Mary did just that, to political refugees in the 
area. Not surprisingly, it has become a second career 
to which she devotes many hours each week. The IRC 
program is called òFirst Things First,ó and it didnõt take 
long for Mary to bring her entrepreneurial skills into the 
classroom. Awarded a grant from the Avon Foundation, 
she started up the EARN (Educate and Receive Results 
Now) Project in order to teach job skills along with 
English. The program is a model of integrated practical 
learning: EARN operates a store for students who have 
assigned jobs after completing the application process. 
They change jobs regularly to broaden their work-ex-
perience. From serving coffee to clerking to monitoring 
inventory, her students earn òdollarsó  to spend in the 
store on household items and clothing. Their skills are 
portable, and students have taken them beyond the class-
room to acquire paying jobs in and around San Diego.

Mary does have some spare time which she þlls with 
piano lessons and history and literature classes through 
the Osher Institute at UCSD. And she runsñshe has to, 
to keep up her busy schedule!
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The League of Women Voters North Coast San Diego County
Invites You to a Theater Party Fundraiser

 The 

 Heidi

 Chronicles
  by Wendy Wasserstein 
Art historian and humanist Heidi Holland tries to keep 
her bearings in the social currents of the 1960s, ô70s and 
ô80s. Winner of the 1989 Pulitzer Prize, the Tony Award 
and the New York Drama Critics Circle Award, òHeidió 
is being brought back by New Village Arts to illuminate 
what has changed and what has stayed the same.

Sunday, April 25, 2010
New Village Arts Theatre

2787 State Street
Carlsbad, CA 92008

Refreshments and Social Hour begin at 1 PM
Performance is at 2 PM

Participate in our Rafÿe for fabulous gifts and services 
donated by our members and local businesses

Reserved seating tickets are $75  Open seating tickets are $40
Tickets available from Leita McCormick

klmpc@aol.com
760-448-5128

Buy your tickets early, this event always sells out!
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Voter Service
by Joyce Joseph

In addition to special elections that pop up in the 
county with some regularity, San Diego County 
participates in Californiaõs regularly scheduled 
statewide primaries and general elections held in 
even-numbered years.  Next up: the June 8 state-
wide primary.

While a majority of the local contests in the North 
County area of San Diego wonõt appear on our bal-
lots until November, there are many other important 
decisions weõll make in June.  In a primary elec-
tion, political parties choose the candidates they 
will run in the November election.  Currently Cali-
fornia has a òmodiþed closed primary system.ó  In 
June, voters registered with a political party will get 
a ballot with their own partyõs candidates (as well 
as with candidates running for the nonpartisan of-
þces) unless they ask for a Democratic, Republican 
or American Independent Party ballot.  These three 
political parties have agreed to let unafþliated vot-
ers vote for their own partiesõ candidates.  Howev-
er, these political parties do not permit unafþliated 
voters to vote for their county central committees.  
These rules, which are devised by political parties 
to maintain more control over their partiesõ voters, 
caused much confusion in the 2008 elections.

In June we will select party nominees for the state-
wide ofþces of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Secretary of State, Controller, Attorney General, 
Insurance Commissioner and members of the State 
Board of Equalization.  Also, we will select party 
nominees for one U.S. Senator, all 53 U.S. Repre-
sentatives from California, 30 State Senators from 
even-numbered districts, all 80 State Assembly 

members and party central committees.  There will 
be nonpartisan elections for the State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, some county ofþcials, 
Superior Court judges, and local races in some 
communities (i.e., San Diego City).

To keep you even busier, there are þve state propo-
sitions to consider: three legislative proposals and 
two initiatives.  They include a proposal to change 
the state primary election process, a pilot program 
to allow public þnancing of the Secretary of State 
race, a property tax exemption for seismic retroþt-
ting, a two-thirds vote requirement for public elec-
tricity providers, and a change in auto insurance 
pricing.

Helping us to sort through all these candidates and 
issues before we make our own decisions will be 
the Leagueõs award-winning website, Smart Voter 
www.smartvoter.org which will be activated in late 
March after we receive the Registrarõs list of cer-
tiþed candidates.  The state propositions and local 
propositions will also be posted on the website, 
with background material and arguments both for 
and against the measures.  The Smart Voter site is 
a free service open to all candidates to post their 
campaign material.  And it is an unbiased resource 
for voters, a one-stop source of information on just 
about everything on the ballot.  Once people use it, 
they donõt forget it.

The deadline to register to vote in June is Monday, 
May 24.  In recent years the Registrar has urged 
voters to vote early by mail, which will begin in 
late April.  Their ofþce is allowed to hold and count 
early votes several days before an election, which 
allows them to release some results shortly after the 
polls close.  Many more voters now use the conve-
nience of a mail ballot.

Keep watching the local media for updates on our 
shifting political scene.  It is encouraging to see that 
even in light of an alarming shrinkage of news cov-
erage in recent years, there is already much atten-
tion being paid to the upcoming election.
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March Bulletin BoardUnits Offer an Update 
on Health Care Reform 

Members of the Health Care 
Interest Group will provide an 
overview of SB 810, Californiaõs 
single payer bill which is support-
ed by LWVC.   On March 1, the 
California One Care Campaign 
launches across the state to edu-
cate the general public about SB 
810, which recently passed with a 
vote of 22-14 in the state Senate.  
The bill has been vetoed twice by 
the Governor and is expected to 
be vetoed again.  The campaign 
plans to build advocacy and sup-
port for the bill to ensure that it 
will pass under a new Governor 
to be elected in the Fall.  

Background information will be 
provided to all League members 
before the unit meetings, so watch 
your email for the advance mate-
rials.   A brief update on national 
health reform will be included in 
the presentation.    

San Dieguito Unit
Health Care Reform

The San Dieguito Unit will meet 
from 1:00-3:00 PM on Wednes-
day, March 17 at the San Diego 
National Bank/US Bank, 131 N. 
El Camino Real, Encinitas.  All 
LWV members and the public are 
welcome.  

Carlsbad and 
Oceanside/Vista Unit 
Combine for Health 

Care Reform Meeting
Members of the Carlsbad and 
Oceanside/Vista Units will hold a 
combined meeting on March 18 at 
10:00 at the Leucadia Wastewater 
District Ofþce, 1960 La  Costa 
Avenue, Carlsbad.  The two-sto-
ry ofþce building is located just 

 
WomenӚs Issues Group

 
The Womenõs Issues Group will 
meet Friday, March 19, at 9:45 
AM in the Special Meeting Room 
at the Leucadia Wastewater Dis-
trict Ofþce, 1960 La Costa Av-
enue, Carlsbad.
 
We will have an update about the 
multi-million dollar business of 
human trafþcking going on in the 
U.S., and more speciþcally, right 
here in North County.  We will 
explore how legislation affects 
women and whether there is a 
difference in the voting record of 
women in politics.  Other topics 
of discussion will be how women 
are subject to discrimination in jobs, 
pay, in the military, and in the me-
dia.  Work on the October Founderõs 
Luncheon will be ongoing.
 
Please remember to bring your 
thermoses of coffee/tea.   For 
questions, please call Leita 
McCormick, at 760-448-5128.
 

 Media Monitors
Media Monitors Group will meet 
at 9:30 AM on Monday, March 29 
at the home of Joyce Joseph.  Con-
tact Roger Fox for information.

Book Group
All are welcome to join a lively 
book group on March 15 at 1:15.  
We all know about our Founding 
Fathers.  Thanks to Cokie Rob-
erts,  weõll learn about the wom-
en who stood behind them. Her 
book is titled Founding Mothers.  
Naomi Marblestone will lead 
the discussion at Anne Omstedõs 
house.     Questions? Carolyn 
Taylor 760-931-1807

south of the Albertsonõs grocery 
store in the Shopping Center. 

Welcome New Member 

Marilyn H. Miller - Carlsbad

League Issues 
Group Meetings

New members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend any meet-
ing of potential interest.  Groups 
are a great place to meet League 
members and explore areas of 
group focus.

Health Care Interest 
Group

The HCIG will meet on Tuesday, 
March 2 at 10:30 AM at the home 
of Liz Kruidenier.  The group will 
work on the upcoming Unit pre-
sentations. 

Sustainability Group
Join us at noon on March 4  at the 
Leucadia  Wastewater  District 
Ofþce for a brown bag lunch. 
We continue to work on the 2010  
City sustainability survey ques-
tions.  Call Diane Mochizuki with 
any questions.
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State and National Action Reports
by Mary Thompson

June 2010 State Ballot 
The June 8 primary ballot will be long, since the ma-
jority of state ofþcers, Congressional and state leg-
islative ofþces are up for election.  As of the Janu-
ary 28 deadline, þve ballot measures have also been 
cleared for the ballot.    The LWVC  has taken posi-
tions on the ballot measures. 
 
Å Prop 13   Property Tax: New Construction Exclu-
sion: Seismic Retroþtting - Neutral

Å Prop 14   Elections: Top Two Candidates Open 
Primary - No position 

Å Prop 15  California Fair Elections Act - Support   

Å Prop 16   New Two-Thirds Requirement for Local 
Public Electricity Providers - Oppose 

Å Prop 17  Auto Insurance Pricing - No position

To read more about the LWVC positions, go to: 
http://ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/upd2010/feb/leg.html

LWVC Call for Action Helps Pass SB 810 
ð California Universal Healthcare 
Sacramento, CA - On January 19, LWVC issued 
a call for action to support California Universal 
Healthcare SB 810 in the Senate.  In a strong win, 
the bill passed the Senate 22 to 14.   It is now in the 
Assembly for hearings and then must pass the As-
sembly by August 13.

LWVC Advocates for StateӚs Race to the 
Top Application
Sacramento, CA - LWVC joined 20 other organi-
zations in recommending that Californiaõs applica-
tion for Race to the Top federal funds for education 
include the use of chronic absence data to improve 
student performance.  

LWVUS Speaks on Campaign Finance
Action Urged before November Elections 

Washington, D.C. ð Following the Supreme Courtõs 
decision in Citizens United v. FEC, League presi-
dent Mary G. Wilson told House committee mem-
bers on February 4 that they must craft and Con-
gress must pass legislation governing corporate and 
union spending to be signed by the President no 
later than Memorial Day, so it can take effect for 
the 2010 elections.   

In her February 4 testimony, Wilson said, òThe 
Courtõs majority decision . . . was fundamentally 
wrong and a tragic mistake.  But this is the deci-
sion of the Court.  Congress needs to respond now, 
recognizing its own authority and responsibility to 
uphold the Constitution.ó  

In a February 18 letter to the Senate, Wilson stated 
that a framework legislation released by Senator 
Schumer and Rep. Van Hollen is a responsible and 
balanced approach. Wilson said some steps clearly 
are vital to conducting the 2010 elections: 

DisclosureñFar-reaching disclosure requirements 
are needed.

Do No Further HarmñThe decision will likely 
provoke Congressional proposals that could make 
our election system and government processes 
worse, such as increasing or doing away with con-
tribution limits to candidates or changes in limits on 
contributions to and from PACs.    

To read Mary Wilsonõs full testimony, go to http://
www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Speech
es1&CONTENTID=14775&TEMPLATE=/CM/
ContentDisplay.cfm  




